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●     Guy Clark @ The Egg, 11/1/09 (3) 
❍     stacy: long live guy clark. i wish somebody had a 

picture to share. i didn’t take any pictures sunday. 
just...

❍     Fred: It was a superb show, indeed. I’ll never forget 
Clark’s stories between the songs, either! (That...

❍     Don: Hi Greg, Do you have a complete setlist for the 
11/01 show? I would like to make a copy for Diane, 
Sylvia and...
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March 2, 2009 at 11:33 am by Terry Brown

Nacre debuts with program that spans 100 years dance history

By Tresca Weinstein 
Special to the Times Union

ALBANY — Every history lesson should be like Saturday’s delightful debut performance of Nacre, the Capitol Region’s new 
historical dance company. Founding director Beth Hartle Fecteau has created a beautifully balanced program that travels through 
100 years of dance, with expert tour guides to escort us on the journey.

The company is made up of local dance students, most still in high school, and professional performers, but the casting and the 
selection of repertory skillfully sidesteps any uncomfortable disparity between levels of talent or experience. Nacre showed 
impressive versatility in works ranging from Isadora Duncan’s 1910 “Bacchanal” from “Iphigenie en Aulis” to a brand-new piece 
choreographed on the company by visiting artist Vanessa Paige Swanson.

In keeping with Fecteau’s mission to educate the public — and her dancers — about the legacy of 20th-century modern dance, 
each piece was introduced by someone with a direct connection to it, adding context and a deeper understanding to the audience’s 
direct experience of the work. Charles Humphrey Woodford and Mino Nicolas traced the lines connecting Woodford’s mother, the 
choreographer Doris Humphrey, to Martha Graham, Ruth St. Denis, Charles Weidman and Ted Shawn (whose work was also 
represented). From Judith Fiore, who studied with Donald McKayle, we learned about the New Dance Group, a pioneering mid-
century choreographers’ collective of which McKayle was a member.

Watching the dances themselves after these introductions was akin to seeing a painting in a museum after reading about it in an 
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art history book. In Humphrey’s “Air for the G String,” (with the Willow String Quartet playing Johann Sebastian Bach’s 
composition) the five dancers, in gauzy pastel dresses and flowing drapery, moved with regal slowness, like Greek statuary come 
to life. As a court dancer set on enchanting the Shah of Iran, Debra Rutledge swirled and twirled through Shawn’s 1916 solo 
“Bailerina Real.”

Duncan’s “Bacchanal,” introduced by Jeanne Bresciani, a protégée of Duncan’s adopted daughter Maria Theresa, was a charming 
embodiment of the freedom and vibrancy that Bresciani described as Duncan’s legacy. 
Costumed as colorful fairies, the 10 dancers pranced and sprang like bouncing lambs to the music of Christoph Willibald Gluck.

The company also showed four etudes from the collection of the American Dance Legacy Institute, each combining excerpts from 
the work of a single choreographer. “Rooms Etude,” from Anna Sokolow’s 1955 “Rooms,” is a spare, elegant piece in which each 
of the seven dancers is isolated in her own space, defined by a folding chair which she moves on and around. Work from McKayle 
(with live drumming and song by Garland Nelson), the jazz-dance choreographer Danny Buraczeski and David Parsons highlighted 
(respectively) forcefulness, playfulness and whimsicality.

With the lush, lyrical “Still/Flowing,” Swanson picked up many of the threads that had come before and twisted them into her own 
gorgeously composed design, bringing the lineage of modern dance into the year 2009.

Tresca Weinstein is a freelance writer from Canaan and a frequent contributor to the Times Union.

Dance review 
NACRE 
Where: The Egg, Empire State Plaza, Albany 
When: 2 p.m. Saturday, repeated at 8 p.m. 
Length: One hour and 40 minutes, one intermission 
Program: “Air for the G String,” “Bailerina Real,” “Rooms Etude,” 
“Rainbow Etude,” “Buraczeski Etude,” “Still/Flowing,” “Parsons Etude” 
The crowd: Some 200 relatives and friends of the dancers as well as 
local dance fans
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●     HERB ALPERT & LANI HALL, TROY 
MUSIC HALL, 11/01/09 (1) 

❍     Pat: I thoroughly enjoyed the concert and the 
musicians were incredible. I was somewhat 
disappointed that Herb et al...

●     RICKIE LEE JONES @ THE 
MAHAIWE, 10/30/09 (1) 

❍     Tom Bernard: She stinks on ice.

●     DRIVING MISS DAISY @ CURTAIN 
CALL THEATRE, 10/29/09 (1) 

❍     Linda Shults: I absolutely agree with the review and 
how marvelous the show ws. I was there on opening 
night and it...

●     Keb Mo @ the Egg 10/25/09 (1) 
❍     Buck Peterman: What a show! Seen Keb Mo several 

times, always good, real good, but this was the best. 
After seeing...
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